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Proposal/Sculpture Description 

Nails are one of the most commonly found objects in the world. They exemplify the most basic 

form of connection as their purpose serves to unite both similar and dissimilar objects. Just as so, 

they are at the root of all foundation and structures. Existing since the earliest forms of 

civilization, nails demonstrate a symbol of commonality and through their easy recognition also 

suggest unification between all humans. Ironically so, nails are also so commonly found and 

equated that their presence in daily life goes unnoticed.  

If we were to look, we would find nails in nearly every place. Such as in closet drawers, in 

floorboards, rested on the garage floor, in street signs, and even in the benches we sit on in the 

park.  They are essentially everywhere, but throughout our daily routine, little regard or simple 

thought goes into these objects we interact with on a daily basis. That is unless, they happen to 

get stuck in our shoes or we decide we want to hang something on our walls. This project will 

aim to combat this universal disregard and unappreciation for undervalued objects. 

Why such a fascinated interest or obsession (as some may say) with nails? Why do I feel the 

need to advocate for such a simplistic object that comes a dime a dozen? Well in all truth, it's not 

the entity of a nail itself that sparks any interest, but rather the symbology a nail comes to 

represent as a whole. In life, we experience and interact with a multitude of objects as well as 

individuals on a constant basis that never receive a second glance or thought. These items, 

specifically other human beings, become insignificant in our perception of the world for a 

number of reasons. Maybe they fit into the classification of ‘average’ or possibly in our eyes they 

are seen as lesser in some form or another.  

In today's world, there is a societal pattern of disregarding and stereotyping those individuals that 

appear ‘flawed’. Those in society that face adversity and greater challenges are noted as 

somewhat less worthy and less valuable. Nevertheless, these so-called damaged and worthless 

people are so much greater than the sum of their parts. In this project, nails will come to 

symbolize these individuals and seeks to prove the value and worth of every single person on this 
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Earth, regardless of being only 1 to the mass of the 7.6 billion population and inhabiting the 

globe.  

 As of 2018, the world has finally begun to take the steps to recognize the immense and growing 

mental health problem that surrounds us. mental illness has absorbed an overall negative 

connotation in both history and in the present. It's problematic generalization and endless 

stereotypes has encouraged those struggling to keep quiet and hide their internal conflicts. These 

individuals live in fear of being branded with mental illness as if it means they are any less 

worthy or valuable. 

These negative ideologies are generally shared by the overall population. And for those who are 

vocal about their struggles, are then inherently and harshly faced with judgments and scrutiny for 

something beyond their control. This overall practice needs to end. Any disability, whether it be 

physical or mental, should never evoke the negligent and unfair treatment of those around them. 

Everyone, every single person breathing in this world, struggles with mental health at some point 

in their lives, either directly or indirectly. Yet, the subject of mental illness has become a socially 

improper topic in conversation. Mental health is not talked about nearly as much as it deserves 

and needs to be and it's about time we do start a discussion about it.  

My artwork aims to portray; the potential in that which is considered broken, the value in that 

which is considered worthless, and the importance in that which is considered forgotten.  

Similarly, I strive to show the beauty in that which is ugly, the strength in that which is 

considered damaged, and the power in that which is considered helpless.  

‘Reconnected’ will be my greatest demonstration of these qualities ever yet. I plan to construct 

my largest sculpture to date, and through its magnitude I will communicate an immense beauty 

from something that defines ‘simply ordinary’. There is no doubt or argument that some of the 

greatest minds that history suffered from mental illness. However, there is an overwhelming 

probability for someone diagnosed with the slightest mental disability to struggle when trying to 

find a career or decent job. Most of these individuals either end up working at low-wage jobs, 

living on the brink of poverty, end up completely homeless, or in best case scenarios, working in 
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the profession of mental care. Nevertheless, if just one of these individuals were to be given a 

chance at redemption or a decent opportunity, they would shine and do the remarkable. In 

society, we don't condemn or blame, for example, a cancer patient for getting sick, yet then why 

do we blame someone let's say with depression, bipolar disorder, PTSD, ADD, etc for their 

illness?  

We have entered a new era. An era of truth, acceptance, self-accountability, and of advocating 

for the recognition of real-world obstacles. Society must address the common adversities that are 

faced by a large majority of the world population. This will become a period of equality and 

understanding of our friends and of our neighbors. It's time to talk about real challenges. Real 

problems faced by the average individual. Real struggles and pains that come with being human. 

This will be the ‘Real Life’ movement, and I intend to lead it.  

It all begins and ends with the sculpture I intend to create. My previous work ‘Connected’ was 

my greatest accomplishment and success as an artist thus far. And with it came a significant 

impact on the mental health world. With this piece I was able to connect with others struggling 

and therefore connect them with one another. When facing a battle with mental illness, there is a 

common and overwhelming feeling of loneliness and isolation. One feels utterly alone in the 

world around them, as if they were the only other person suffering in this battle and no one else 

can relate. Sadly, this couldn't be further from the truth and true reality. It comes as a surprise to 

many when they learn how many other people are experiencing the exact same pains. No one 

talks about it though. No one speaks casually about mental health, especially so if you are 

dealing with it personally.  

‘Connected’ opened the gateway into the discussion of mental illness at a comfortable and 

informal level. People discovered unimaginable connections they never knew they had, with 

strangers as well as with people already apparent in their lives. ‘Reconnected’ will be no 

different and will push the boundaries even further. Much of my artwork takes on an abstract 

personality and heavily relies on a strong aesthetic quality. My work attracts the eye and engages 

the viewer through its first impression of beauty and mystic appearance. My work is strategic in 
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this sense. I strive for people to be taken back by the attraction and elegance of the object before 

them. This is a way to draw in a viewer. Through its initial allure, my pieces make way for 

deeper analyzation of the artwork. Curiosity is a naturalistic human trait, and when something 

catches the human eye, there is an intrinsic and instinctual need to investigate.  

Found objects have become my signature as an artist. Commonly found items have become a 

fascination of mine and through my investigation of their symbolic and physical qualities, I am 

able to see it a simple object in a whole new perspective. My work then demonstrates the power 

to share with the world a new perspective. It introduces a new way of thinking and viewing an 

object in such a way it never has been before. This speaks directly with my artist statement and 

artistic mission as a sculptor. A new way of thinking is exactly what our world needs right now. 

Specifically, in regard to a new interpretation on mental health and those affected by it.  

I aim to bewilder. Yes, it is true that my artwork is in a sense ‘pretty.’ At first glance and as 

whole, my pieces are admired for their elegance and artistry. This is a human's natural tendency, 

to look at something as a whole and singular object. When someone actually takes the time and 

energy to further explore and understand, they are amazed by what they uncover. My motif isn't 

found objects in the general sense necessarily, but rather the repetition of a single commonly 

found item to the point of almost pure insanity.  

At first look, the artworks I create seem extraordinary and almost not of this world. But a few 

moments after taking the structure in, the piece begins to morph into something else entirely. At 

a closer glance, the one single object transpires into separate individual items. It is only then, that 

the viewer realizes the medium and what the piece is really made of. This in personal opinion, is 

the most satisfying part and quality of my artwork. Viewers are always completely astonished 

and dumbfounded to realize the magnificent object before them is truly comprised of a simple 

and exceedingly common item. This moment of cognizance is such a rewarding feeling for both 

my audience, as well as myself personally as the artist. 

It begs the comparison between the similar way humans view the things around them in life. It 

introduces a correlation between our societal and instinctual habits to judge immediately, 
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essentially reaching a prompt analysis and complete assessment of someone.  Within the first 

few seconds of an encounter or interaction with a new individual, the brain has already begun to 

make assumptions. Within a few minutes, most people have already made their full judgement 

about someone without ever actually getting to know them. This piece. ‘Reconnected’ will 

demonstrate this practice and tendency precisely.  

‘Reconnected,’ a whimsical and intriguing sculpture of immense grandeur, will cover the floor 

and under two overpassing staircases. This dynamic piece suggests movement and fluidity as if it 

had suddenly and just recently flooded the space from the ground up. The object demonstrates 

linear qualities and sharp angles, while also communicating soft loops as if the piece were 

entangled within itself. The vibrant crimson structure functions as if it were a drawing, playing 

with contours between itself and the empty, open airy space throughout its dimensionality. The 

intensity of its color illuminates, almost as if it’s omitting an aura of pigmented red. The color 

dramatically stands out in the surrounding area, making it utterly impossible for a viewer to 

divert their eye. It mesmerizes, and almost like a moth to a flame, it is impossible for one to 

break their glance while it beckons them towards it. The cardinal color effectively contrasts the 

walls of white and the dark, almost black, staircase. However, the hue also compliments and 

parallels the red tones found in the wood grain it rests upon, as well as the wood accents of the 

staircase. The building itself, most notably on the wall of the room directly adjacent to the piece, 

implements the usage of bricks, and almost speaks to the sculpture through its complementary 

colors.  

This initial analysis and impression of the piece is only the beginning of the full extent of all the 

sculpture demonstrates. The piece’s bold and spacious presence invites a prolonged look and the 

longer one inspects it, the sooner a realization begins to transcend. The angular lines comprising 

the object, are no longer just simply linear. They each have a distinct point on one end and a flat 

linear top rests on the other. Suddenly the brain begins to recognize the repeated object and it 

starts to become ever so familiar, but yet still can't be placed. Then unexpectedly, in a shocking 

instant, the viewer identifies the intensely repeated item before them.  They understand finally 

that the thousands of distinctly placed lines are truly in fact industrial nails.  
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The brain attempts to fully grasp and comprehend the nature of the artwork in which they stare 

at. The piece prompts one to touch and feel, and with the pressure of the cold steel against their 

skin, the actualization of something comprised entirely out of industrial nails finally makes its 

full appearance. It begs the question of how something so common and insignificant could make 

up something truly remarkable and magnificent in nature. This moment of surprise and 

bewilderment opens a pathway for communication and the development of a personal 

relationship with the piece. It ignites a conversation between not only the viewer and the 

artwork, but also the audience themselves. This alone is truly the ultimate goal of any artist and 

signifies a successful piece of art. 

The artwork strives for individuals to observe something in a new perspective as well as realize 

the diversity and variety something can potentially have. My artwork advocates for the necessity 

to see things in a new light. And begs for an understanding that something, or more notably 

someone, is so much greater than the label and characterizations that they are given. Nails are so 

simple, yet they hold such detrimental value and purpose to the foundation of life. They also 

exhibit a unified and beautifully distinctive shape, that when combined, they unify and connect 

to form a truly beautiful and empowering collection.  

 

What is connection?  According to the dictionary, ‘Connection’ is defined in multiple was as: 

1) the act of connecting: the state of being connected: such as a causal or logical relation or 

sequence  

2) a political, social, professional, or commercial relationship  

3) a means of communication or transport 

Personally, I don't believe these definitions do the word enough justice. Everything in our world 

is connected in one form of another. Humans share inherent connections with every other single 

individual, with those close to them as well as strangers on the other side of the globe. To list 
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these connections would take a lifetime, but there's one in particular I feel that stands out among 

the rest. The notion and presence of mental health is widespread throughout the continents. There 

is undeniable proof that every person, at some point in their life, experiences a direct interaction 

with mental illness, whether it be through personal experiences or through those close to them. It 

is with this fact that I truly believe that mental health is one of the most important, strongest, and 

most apparent forms of connections between people, notably between complete strangers. 

Through a common pain and affliction, individuals can find each other with a shared 

understanding of what it's like to suffer with inner demons.  

In a recent project, ‘Mapped,’ I conducted a social experiment in which I asked completely 

random strangers to fill out a survey regarding mental health. The survey essentially consisted of 

a single list of every commonly known mental disorder (41 to be exact) and then asked 

individuals to circle the ones that correlated with them directly. There was not one single paper 

out of the hundreds that didn't have least one item circled. As an average, each individual circled 

approximately a minimum of 7-8 issues that they felt like they had personally experienced. I then 

took the information from these questionnaires, and using yarn, mapped each person’s answers 

out visually on a large public wall. In an attempt to demonstrate the overall connections everyone 

shares with mental health. I repeatedly overlapped each survey of individual answers with one 

another’s until the entire wall was covered in intersecting lines. 

The results I received from this minor project were beyond my wildest imagination. I was 

completely shocked with both the number of other individuals who are also suffering from 

similar obstacles, as well as the multitude of people who conversed with me while I was 

intensely mapping on the wall. An incredible amount people were abundantly willing to share 

their stories with me, and at times it was clearly apparent that these people were desperate to talk 

about it. They deeply wanted to talk about their experiences with mental health, so much so that 

when they found someone who was both willing to listen and was also actively talking about the 

subject itself, they were profoundly eager to reach out.  
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My project ‘Mapped’ Will become my main source of inspiration during the construction of 

‘Reconnected,’ 

This piece will be comprised entirely out of 6-inch brite steel nails, all individually hand welded 

together and each with multiple connection points of their own. My work is process oriented, 

leaving the ultimate result of a piece up to instincts, distinct choices, and personal emotions all 

based and varied by the current moment. ‘Reconnected’ will be constructed using this same 

format and process. Constructed out of thousands of nails, this piece will transpire as each 

individual nail is hand welded into its place. Each nail will serve as a distinctive decision based 

on personal judgement, giving every single nail special attention and value.  

The exceeding quantity of welds and connections between each nail will ensure structural 

stability. The piece will be welded with an industrial Power MIG welder. This kind of machinery 

exemplifies the ideal type of weld, demonstrating strength and reliability. There is also an option 

of implementing boltage into either the floor or ceiling of the stairs to secure the piece. If 

employed, these connection points will be hidden within the structure of the sculpture, to reduce 

distraction away from the work. However, since the piece will be built in a multitude of sections, 

there would have to be multiple bolts inserted. A benefit of having a sculpture existing in 

multiple parts is a small likelihood or even fear of the piece collapsing or losing balance. The 

work will also not demonstrate too significant of a height and will be evenly balanced by both its 

width of its size and its substantial weight. Therefore, there is no serious risk of the sculpture 

coming top-heavy at any point.  

Due to the accessibility of the building and floor, as well as the fact that the largest doorway is 

still relatively small, the piece will have to be built in sections. Those pieces will done smoothly 

slide together, almost as if it were a puzzle, and create a unified singular work. This approach 

will make the initial construction of the sculpture somewhat more complicated and intricate 

however. Nevertheless, the decision to build the piece in sections will also allow fo an easier 

transportation and maneuvering of the final work.  
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The final sculpture will also be receiving a powder coat finish, successfully giving the artwork 

it's iconic red color and vibrancy. Powder coating is the most efficient way to paint a sculpture of 

this magnitude and complexity, while also ensuring durability and longevity of both the color 

and the paint job. A powder coat will effectively seal and protect the artwork entirely, preventing 

any rust or oxidation from occurring for upwards of 50+ years. Being that the sculpture will be 

installed in doors, the length of the finish will last even longer.  

Danger of the nail’s sharpness and the risk of potential injury, by those either viewing it or 

passing by, will also be dramatically reduced buy a powder coat finish. This kind of paint job is 

noticeably thicker, covering the work almost like rubber, and will dull out and soften the sharp 

tips of the nails. I will also be strategically placing the nails as I create it, so that if any particular 

section of the work protrudes off the confines of the base, those nails will be positioned so that 

they face inwards and only the flat-headed side is exposed.  

Since the sculpture will exist it indoors, the long-term upkeep and management will be 

significantly less tedious. The piece will require general care in regard to cleaning, but should be 

manageable through simply dusting and/or wiping down of the surface. The paint job and welds 

will be safe to almost every general cleaning product, as they are made to withstand the treachery 

of the outdoors. Due to paint job and durability of the welds, the piece will have no problem 

lasting in the outdoor elements if ever moved outside.  

‘Reconnected’ will demonstrate both beauty as well as intense and significant meaning, opening 

up a dialogue between those who view it and a subject of high importance. This piece will be 

site-specific, and therefore, will dynamically and perfectly fit the designated location. The 

intrinsic nature of the work will be truly awe-inspiring and will demand attention from those who 

experience it.  The art piece will embody the overall subject and notion of mental health in both a 

simplistic and subtle way. This piece, through its inherent and fluid existence, will also allow for 

own personal interpretation as well as allow viewers to project their own thoughts and desires 

into it. ‘Reconnected’ will truly be a valuable and influential addition to the amazing collection at 

Keker, Van Nest & Peters LLP. 


